
Unit 4 Learning Targets 
H/SS Content Standard 7.3- Students analyze the geographic, political, economic, religious, and 
social structures of the civilizations of China in the Middle Ages. 
 
Essential Question: How do new ideas change the way people live? (Answer at the end of the unit.) 
New ideas affect and influence cultures, traditions, and people’s way of living. New types of art, music, food, 
and clothing may develop as a result of the introduction of other schools of thinking. 
 

Learning Target Evidence of Proficiency Score 
(1-4) 

Room for Growth 

1. I can identify and 
label geographic and 
political features on a 
map of China. 

*See Map on Page 66   

2. I know the 
accomplishments of the 
Sui, Tang, and Song 
dynasties. 

Under the Sui Dynasty, the Great Wall of China was 
repaired and the capital city Changan was rebuilt. 
The Grand Canal was also built and the Huang He 
and the Chang Jiang were connected, and it led to 
the unification of China’s economy. 
The Tang rulers worked to restore a strong central 
government, and reforms were made to improve the 
government. Taizong, the most powerful Tang 
emperor, brought back the civil service examinations. 
Also, land was given to farmers and this brought 
peace and order to the countryside. Tang rulers 
restored China’s power in Asia.  
It was under the Song Dynasty when the strongest 
and most centralized government in the world was 
created. Commercial and technological 
advancements were achieved. China enjoyed 
economic prosperity and many cultural 
achievements.  
 

  

3. I can explain why 
Buddhism, 
Confucianism and 
Neo-Confucianism 
spread in China and 
describe their influence 
on Chinese government 
and society.  

Buddhism was brought to China by traders and 
missionaries during the 100s C.E. It happened at a 
time when the Han dynasty as in decline and civil war 
broke out. Many people sought peace and comfort in 
the teachings of Buddhism. Buddhists monks and 
nuns ran schools and provided food and shelter for 
travelers in monasteries. However, a large part of the 
population opposed the religion. Tang rulers feared 
its growing influence and they saw it as an enemy of 
China’s Confucian traditions. The Tang government 
destroyed many monasteries and temples, and 
Buddhism in China never recovered from these 
attacks. 
Confucianism believed that a good government 
depended on having wise leaders. The civil service 
examinations began during the Han Dynasty based 
on this principle. As a result, it provided China’s 
government with well-educated and talented officials. 

   



Also, it supported these leaders with a reason for 
their rule with the “Mandate from Heaven”. 
Confucianism provided order within Chinese society. 
Neo Confucianism was created to stop the growing 
influence of Buddhism. Its followers were expected to 
be active in society and to help others. It was a blend 
of Buddhist and Daoist beliefs so that it became a 
religious tradition with beliefs about the spiritual 
world. 

4. I can evaluate how 
the effects of innovation 
in agriculture and 
technology impacted 
China and future 
civilizations. 

Farming improvements — such as the use of iron 
plows and water wheel irrigation — led to increased 
food production and population growth in China. This 
achievement led to the invention of bette farming 
equipment.  Innovation on the use of heat and steel, 
gunpowder, and the magnetic compass all led to 
advancements in the coal mining industry and in 
modern day sailing.  

  

5. I can describe 
changes that occurred in 
China as a result of the 
Mongol conquest 
 

 After Kublai Khan conquered the remainder of China 
and he began the Yuan Dynasty, Mongol leaders 
allowed the Chinese scholar officials to retain their 
jobs and they respected relIgions others than 
Buddhism. China reached the golden age of “Pax 
Mongolica”, or Mongolian Peace and the people 
appreciated the order and prosperity that the Mongols 
brought to the country. 

  

6. I can explain how the 
Mongol empire affected 
trade. 
 

The Mongol Empire stretched from China to Eastern 
Europe. As a result, Mongol China prospered from 
Increased overland trade. Seagoing trade also 
expanded and reached great prosperity. China 
reached the height of its wealth and power because 
foreigners were drawn to its capital city. 

  

7. I can identify how 
China changed under 
the Ming dynasty 
 
 

The emperors brought back the civil service 
examinations, which ensured that officials took their 
jobs seriously. The strong government of the early 
Ming emperors provided peace and security to China 
which resulted to the growth of the economy. Many 
canals and farms were built, new roads were paved, 
and new forests were planted. Agriculture thrived, the 
silk industry grew, and arts flourished.  

  

8. I can describe the 
development of the 
scholar-official class and 
analyze the pros and 
cons of this government 
selection system. 
 

Scholar-officials were an elite group of men who had 
passed the civil service exam. They trained in 
Confucianism, advised the emperor, and 
administered the empire. This type of selection 
system guaranteed that the government was run by 
the best and the most learned in society. As a result, 
China had the strongest and the most centralized 
government in the world. However, this system did 
not provide equal opportunities to everyone since 
those who were in the lower ranks of society had little 
to no chance to take part in running government 
because they found it very difficult to take and pass 

  



the civil service exam.  

 


